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WHAT WE DO

Merlin Plastics is a service provider that manages the end of life of 
discarded plastic packaging in a manner that (1) meets our community 
goals by ensuring the packaging designed to recycling industry guidelines 
does not end up in our natural environment, and (2) displaces non-
renewable resources. 

Merlin processes flexible post-consumer plastic packaging as well as 
rigid post consumer plastic packaging. 

Our Mission: 

To provide environmentally sound, economically efficient and 
socially responsible recycling options for discarded packaging. 
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OVERVIEW: THE MERLIN GROUP 

• Largest plastics processor in Canada 

• Seventh largest post-consumer plastics processor in North America

• Seven facilities in North America

• Almost 400 employees 

• More than 300 million pounds (136,000 tonnes) of discarded plastic 
packaging processed annually 
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Merlin Facilities at a Glance
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Challenges to achieving a Circular Economy in Plastics Packaging

• Important to remember that the life cycle analysis for plastics packaging 
is significantly better than for any other type of packaging

• Challenges:  

1 - End of Life – plastics packaging should not end up in our natural 
environment.  How do we keep it out?

2 - How do we ensure plastics packaging becomes part of the circular 
economy? 

3 – How do we put in place all of the stages needed to build a ‘Recycling 
Pyramid’ that will lead to circular packaging for plastics? 
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The Recycling “Pyramid”
Step One – ‘Design for Recyclability’

• Is the packaging recyclable, or not? And if not, then how can it be circular?
• “Design for recyclability” is vital and is a cornerstone for building recycling infrastructure in our 

communities.
• Needs a lot of goodwill from every stakeholder, starting from brand owners all the way to 

communities who are represented and supported by government public policy.
• Carrot vs stick policies to stimulate good design practices and the building of adequate 

recycling infrastructure. Packaging end of life must be dealt with in a manner that meets the 
community goals.

• Again, recycling success starts with a good package design – the “Base of the Pyramid”.
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Recycling Infrastructure Development 
Second Layer of the Pyramid

• Enhancing and Growing the Collection and Recovery Infrastructure  

– Three main methods of collection - blue box program, deposit programs, and 
drop off programs

– Needs to be a level playing field for all discarded packaging – plastic, paper, 
aluminum, cartons, etc.  They all should be kept out of our natural environment, 
definition of “recycling rates” for all commodities should be the same; and 
reporting criteria should be the same.  
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‘Demand for PCR Content’ 
Top of the Pyramid 

Demand is a function of: 

(1) Consumer Demand;

(2) CPG initiatives and commitments; and

(3) Legislation
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Most Major Plastics Packagers are Members of the 
‘Plastics Pact’

 Plastics Pact members have committed to use a 
minimum of 30% recycled plastic content by 2025.



Progress report released in 2020 from the Ellen MacArthur 
Foundation’s Plastics Pact indicates that there is much 
more growth in recycled plastics use to come.

Use of Recycled Plastic is Accelerating



Plastics Pact 2020 Progress Report
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Demand for Recycled Plastics will 
Continue to Accelerate - Legislation
 In addition to Brand Owner commitments, legislative support for 

increased recycled plastics content is increasing:

Starting in 2023, plastic bottles will be required to 
initially average at least 15% post-consumer resin 
(PCR), gradually increasing to 50%. And plastic 
trash bags start at 10% PCR and increases to 20%.

Governor Newsom signed into law Assembly Bill 793 (Ting 
and Irwin, Chapter 115, Statutes of 2020) on September 24, 
2020, which establishes recycled content standards for 
plastic beverage containers subject to the California Refund 
Value (CRV). The law requires a postconsumer plastic 
recycled content standard of 15 percent beginning January 1, 
2022, increasing to 25 percent on 2025 and 50 percent on 
2030.  This applies to all beverage containers sold in 
California, whether manufactured there or not.
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Pyramid for Circular Success 

1. Design packaging for recyclability

2. Recycling infrastructure 
development

3. Demand 
for PCR 
content

(1) Strong base + (2) Recycling infrastructure + (3) PCR Demand = Successful & reliable markets

(Poor design and/or poor infrastructure and/or poor PCR demand = pyramid fails)



www.merlinplastics.com
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